
July was record-breaking

• Persistent, strong ridge
• Lack of thunderstorm activity
• Urban heat island
• Attribution: about 3.5°F warmer

Phoenix has the hottest average month (city) in the US 102.7°F



Most AZ 
locations had 
their hottest 
month on 
record



Hottest 
statewide 
month ever

Long-term avg 80.1°

Long-term avg 1.79”

Aug 2020 now 2nd 84.1°F

1993 1st 0.35”
2000 2nd 0.53#

85.7°F

2023: hottest statewide July

2023: 3rd driest statewide July

Aug 2020 now 2nd 84.1°F



Statewide: minimum (night) temps hotter

+1.2°F compared to 1981-2010 norm



June-July very dry



Monsoon 
to date: 

Much below 
average precip



Latest 
starting 
monsoon 
precip for 
Phoenix

Phoenix Sky Harbor
Last 0.01” or higher was March 22
Latest monsoon precip was 1995, Aug 14



Is a wet 
monsoon 

still possible?



Norbert brought Phoenix 
1000-yr rain event 9/8/2014

3.3” in 7 hrs KPHX
4-5.5” other locations



Possible impacts 
from Hilary
still uncertainty; next 48 hrs will tell





After today, likely Phx Sky Harbor 46 days of 110°F 
2020: 50 days end of Aug





Long-term 
drought impacted



El Nino on track to persist 
through winter 2023-24

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/NMME/



Summary

July record-breaking 
across state

Monsoon coming 
about; flood potential

El Nino continues 
building
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