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Summary of conditionsfor March 2017

March 2017 Temperature and Precipitation Summary

March 157 21st A strong low pressure system that swept through Arizona at the end of February finally exited th
state on February'? A few scattered showers on Marchdir ought 0. 050 to Prescott,
0.030 to Safford, .010 to Youngtown, and O0.020-2Fat
Bellemont on the . Temperatures reaned near normal through th® & high pressuraas slowto re-establistover
the west. Several storms passed well north of Arizemihe dry conditions persisted. By th& 8varmer than normal
temperatureseturned ashe ridge built over the souttest. By the 18the southwest was 4TP°F warmer than nornha
as a heat wave swept throufle state with maximums in the 90sthe southwest dessts and neat00 along the lower
ColoradoRiver. Record high temperatures were aeiund the staten the 18, 19" and 2@". Recad high nighttime
temperatures were also setPhoenix The ridge remained in place until the"®@hen it moved to the east, allowing a
trough of low pressure to mawmo soudhern California and then in#rizona.

March 2247 315t A low pressure system moved slowly down the Pacific Coast and bwidgispread rainfall to
southern California on th21and 229 Theonly station with measureable rain in Arizonatbe 229 was Yuma, with
0.150. "“ana24'thh minfdl 8:as more widespread across the stterm totalof rain or meltedsnowacross
the state included 0.940 at Prescott, O0.050 at Pin
HeberOvergaardD . 910 at Grand Canyon North Rim, 0.280 at
CorcnadoMt i onal Momum@arnyom.®B8doChelly, 0.020 at Bi sbe
Yuma, O0.040 at Winslow, O0.050 at Scottsdale, 0.0042d¢&
at Kingmanand0O . 7a0QGrand canyon Airport. The storm was cold enough to bring smtve thigher elevations, with
800 r e pHagstafAdi raptor t 12. 40 at Bell emont l. 305 a AsotHar,BGe a
much weker storm followed orthe 26" and 27", bringing light slowers to northern Arizonawith . 010 at P
0.090 at Window Rock, an dmoedhugh Arizonafoh g std 2%, thut againAthet
precipitation totals were |l ow, with 0.080 at Bisbe
. 070 at Sonoran Desert Museum, 0.210 at Tucson AP,
Canyon de Chelly, 0.050 at Mesa, 0.160 at PetOr.iOf% oe
Youngtown. The finastorm ofthemont crossed nthernArizonaonthe 3%b r i n g i ofgrecpitafiobt@Navajo
National Monument 0. 380 t o Phartedmi Raradh Bel.¢lgdma nta D0 8000 t «
Page and 0.340 to FIl agstaf f.

In This Issue: Overview of March, graphs of the March daily maximum and minimum temperatures, precipitation,
mean dailydew points for Flagstaff, Phoenix, and Tucson; March climate statistics, maps of mean monthly maxim
and minimum temperatures, precipitation, dew points, wind speeds for March; and graphs of the mean March
temperature and precipitation for the periodexford for Tucson, Phoenix, and Flagstaff, graphs of the cumulative
precipitation for the calendar year for Flagstaff, Phoenix, and Tucson. Climate calendars for Flagstaff, Phoenix, T
Prescott, Winslow and Yuma, including daily and monthly normadisextremes, for each month of the yeae, not yet
updated through 2017See p.19 of this report for calendar abbreviatiDaga are preliminary and are from the
National Weather Service Forecast Offices in Flagstaff, Phoenix and Tucson.
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March 2017Daily Temperature, Precipitation, & Dew Point for Flagstaff, Phoenix, and Tucson

) a
& 2 —
=, c
& £ &[] 3
m 3
0 T 0 £ E
o .m N W m
8
['4
o 2 o |3 [
o 4 -
3
£ &
2 & c ||l o & g c
I s [ o H
g HE )| € 7
3 £
S 2 Elll & |
E 25 11 z (2]
= ~ o ~ 3 £ £ g
£ T E 3 g i
g ] E i
H a P E £
W v m £ ﬂ.w £ £ W &
E I3 o = B L
kel I = &
= = o eIl E 2 el 2 T||e g
£ el & 2 o AR .
5 _ o s - I 3 [i4 [ L
S - — = r a 2
= [ v [] o
W o) c 2 @ * 5
S & s = c || g
o ~ X £ o £l 8
o =N (-] 5 0 =\l
] ~ g c ~ - 4] j
T 0 £ 3 g
— 0 all F
o
= L4
0 '8 — —
o) L]
- -
o Q (=} [=] o [=] o o
¥ 0 & - < q
(4) aunjesedway
(u)) uopeydioaid
—— o
— —
E]
8 i w—
= H
J e o
o g R
3 T H
@ % 'Y
i3 m ¢ - g © —
o™
o ] [ 3 “
= [} a -
= ® E c
] 3 5 b s
2 2
2 e o | & :
g = 0 ] E 3 5] > S
K - H 0 E - = @
E E 3 3 = 3 2] [
] S ? 2 = o
(S z|(he £ E o= 5
z 5 i = |8
m g £ E c g
E ° Z F 2 o °
= % = b -
% 5= il S 0| £
m 5 [0} 2 2 o o 5
(12 Bl & il 8 = z
m 5 & g © ¢ o =
[~ 2 4 2 [ - 8
[} — o a — = T .
2 H o [
= X
i il £ il ¢ | 2 10—
s 3 ——
l e il 8 1
M by £ w v = —
e m o — 2 & —
| . o
—
— u L)
g8 8 ¥ 8 & 2 8 8 & 8§ 8 & 8
™ o — - o o
(4) aanjesadwa | (4) aunjesadwa | E_n_,_:o__.m._n_umi
{4) umesadus)




March Precipitation Tucson Daily Dew Point March 2017
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** Note: The discrepancy between the Statewide Temperature and Precipitation values for Phoenix, Flagstaff anc
Tucson and the daily values in their graphs are due to the reporting times. Statewide Temperature and Precipitat
values are taken at 5pmvhile official daily records at the airports are taken from Midnight to Midnight.



FLAGSTAFF CLIMATE STATISTICS

This Marchwas the5™" warmesiandhad no
significant ranking for precipitation

Avg Max Temp (F) 56.9 Normal 504
Avg Min Temp (F) 258 Normal 236
Avg Mean Temp (F) 414 Normal 37.0
Departure from Normal (F) +4.4

Highest Monthly Avg Temp (F#4.9in 1934
Lowest Monthly Avg Temp (F)26.8in 1973

Highest Temp this month (F)71 on 14"
Lowest Temp this month (F): 4 on 1

Record High (F): 73 on 3/17/2007,3/26/1988,
3/31/1966
Reord Low(F): -160n 3/04/1966

Temperaturer precipitation records thismonth:
14" HiMax 71 set, previous record 68 2007
31t LoMax 34set previous record 35 ih949

Flagstaff Number of Days of:

Minimum Temp 2°F or higher 5

Minimum Templ5°F or lower 3
1
8

Maximum Temp 5°F or higher
Maximum Temp %°F or lower

March2017

Heating Degree Days 726 Normal 868
Cooling Degree Days 0 Normd 0
Degree base 6b

Total March Precipitation 1.79%
NormalMarchPrecipitation 2.120
Departurerom normal +0.33D
Gredest 24Hr Precipitation  0.750 on 23¢
Total Precijtation Yearto-Date 6.8
Departure from Normal +2.680

Total MarchSnowfall 11.50 Normal 20.70
RecordMarch Snowfall 79.40 91 19

Number of Days:

Clear 26
Partly Cloudy 3
Cloudy 2

GreatesMarchPrecipitation 6.750 i 4 1 9

LeastMarch Precipitation Tracein 1972

Average Wind Speed 7.0 mph
Highest Peak Gust 66 mphfrom 220° on 30"

PHOENIX CLIMATE STATISTICS

This Marchwas the3™ warmest and had no
significantranking forprecipitation

Avg Max Temp(F) 839 Normal 76.9
Avg Min Temp(F) 574 Normal 535
Avg Mean Temp (F) 70.7 Normal 652
Departure from Normal (F) +5.5

Highest Monthly Avg Temp (F)72.3 in 2004
Lowest Monthly Avg Temp (F)54.3 in 1897

Highest Temp this month (F) 96 on 19", 20"
Lowest Temp this month (F): 45 on 1

Record High (F): 100n 3/26/1988
Record Low (F): 250n3/04/1966

March2017

Temperaturer precipitationrecords thignonth
13" HiMax 92tied, first set in1972

15" HiMin 64 set,previousrecord 63 set in 2015
18" HiMax 95 set previous record 94 {2007
19" HiMin 62 set,previous record i2007
19" HiMax 96 set, previous recof®in 2004
20" HiMin 66 set, previous recoré5in 199D
20" HiMax 96 set, previous reco8bin 2004

Phoenix Number dbays of:

Minimum Temp50°F or lower 3
Minimum Temp60°F or higher 11
Maximum Temp75°F or lower 6
Maximum Temp 9°F or higher 10



Heating Degree Days 23 Normal 81
Cooling Degree Days 205 Normal 87
Degree base 6b

Total March Precipitation 0.060
NormalMarchPrecipitation 0.990
Departure from normal -0.930
Greatest 24Hr Precipitation 0.060 on 23¢
Total Precipitation Yeato-Date 2.400
Departure from Normal -0.420

GreatesMarchPrecipitation 4820 i41 19

LeastMarchPrecipitation0 . 0 0 0 ,R068,aBd 1 6

1984and10 other years.
Number of Days:

Clear 12
Partly Cloudy 19
Cloudy 0

Average Wind Speed 6.8 mph
Highest Peak Gust 48 mph from230° on 30"

TUCSON CLIMATE STATISTICS
March2017

This Marchwas the warmesin recordandhad no
significant ranking foprecipitation

Avg Max Temp(F) 833 Normal 741
Avg Min Temp(F) 524 Normal 46.2
Avg Mean Temp(F) 679 Normal 60.1
Departure from Normal (F) A8

Highest MonthlyAvg Temp (F) 67.9in 2017
Previous highest monthly average66.1in 2004
Lowest Monthly Avg Temp (F)  51.5in 1973

Highest Temp this month (F)94 on18", 19", 20"
Lowest Temp this month (F):400n 18, 20 7

RecordHigh (F): 99 0on03/261938
Record Low (F): 20 on 03/04/1965

Temperatur@ndprecipitation records this month
13" HiMax 91 set, previous record 892013

15" HiMin 57 set, previous record 56 1918

16™ HiMin 58 tied, first set in 2015

18" HiMin 60 set, previous record 58 in 1910
20" HiMin 64 set, previous record 62 in 1990
20" HiMax 94 set, previous record 92 in 1997
215 HiMax 92 set, previous record 91 in 2016

Tucson Number of Days of:

Minimum Temp ®°F or lower

Minimum Temp ®°F or higher
Maximum Temp70°F or lower

Maximum TempR0°F or higher 1

o wWwwo

Heating Degree Days 47 Normal 179
Cooling Degree Days 144 Normal 29
Degree base 6b

Total March Precipitation 0.210
NormalMarchPrecipitation 0.730
Departure from normal -0.520
Greatest 24-r Precipitation 0.210 on 28"
Total Precipitation Yeato-Date 1.59
Departure from Normal -0.940

GreatesMarchPrecipitation 3.88 i 98, 1209
LeastMarchPr eci pi t at 984 1956,

1933 and5 other years.
Number of Days:

Clear 27
Partly Cloudy 2
Cloudy 0

Average Wind Speed 7.8 mph
Highest Peak Gust 45 mph from210° on 30"

Data are from the National Weather Service and the

National Climatic Data Center and gmesliminary.



Wind Speedsfor March: Dew Points forMarch:

Day Phoenix Flagstaff Tucson Daily Average Dew Point(°F):
(mph) Avg Max Avg Max_ Avg Max Day Phx Tuc Flg
1 44 M 81 24 56 19 1 28 24 10
2 76 27 96 28 6.6 20 2 31 22 13
3 7.2 23 25 15 13.7 34 3 33 26 20
4 52 15 10.8 37 8.4 27 4 39 35 25
5 82 25 22.1 46 11.2 37 5 32 33 16
6 7.4 28 10.8 44 59 23 6 29 30 14
7 46 16 3.1 15 6.3 20 7 34 25 14
8 43 M 28 16 6.7 20 8 37 25 19
9 43 M 28 19 76 21 9 38 25 22
10 52 M 55 28 76 23 10 38 27 23
11 4 16 45 22 6.1 35 11 38 25 21
12 54 23 35 23 7 24 12 41 25 22
13 49 15 28 21 6.8 18 13 40 25 20
14 46 16 2.7 20 6.8 18 14 40 25 22
15 55 19 55 27 6.8 22 15 39 23 24
16 48 16 6.4 25 59 19 16 37 25 26
17 45 18 4 23 6.4 17 17 37 27 27
18 6 20 6.3 30 73 25 18 36 25 26
19 47 14 53 27 6.8 23 19 36 27 26
20 6.2 21 7 34 7 22 20 37 27 28
21 75 22 86 35 76 22 21 40 31 30
22 8.6 40 12 34 9.4 28 22 42 36 30
23 11.8 32 9.7 26 94 37 23 39 26 25
24 5 16 45 31 6 22 24 35 22 30
25 88 33 7.7 32 8.4 27 25 33 25 24
26 49 19 58 24 51 19 26 34 29 29
27 9.2 37 93 36 9.3 28 27 34 34 26
28 10.9 26 5 22 8.7 42 28 30 30 20
29 7.3 24 7.2 37 58 22 29 28 25 22
30 12.9 48 15.2 66 12.2 45 30 21 21 23
31 13.7 39 6.1 27 12.7 42 31 23 8 25
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The minimum temperatuseangedrom -4°F atFlagsaff to 49°F atEhrenberg The lowest maximum temperature@PF was recorded &right Angeland
Beaver Springwhile the highest maximum temperatwas101°F atHavasl. Thehighestrainfall amounswere3.000 Snowslide Cayonand 2990 a't
Flagstaff The lowest agragedew point vas15°F atKingmanand the highest wag4°F atBuckeye The highest peak wind gust wedmph atMohave
Average wind speeds rardggom 3 mphat centralPhoenix Mesa, Desert Ridge and RBagto 13 mph atCasa Granel and LaughlirBullhead Qty.



